
Topic: Boardmaker 6.0 - New Features! 

Date: May 6, 2008 

Time: 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Place: Midland School  

 94 Readington Road 

 North Branch, NJ 08876 (near Somerville) 

 908-722-8222 

 Directions: http://www.midlandschool.org/display_Pages.asp?

pid=20 

(DO NOT USE MAPQUEST...YOU WILL GET LOST!) 

 RSVP by April 25th to: Tracy Agate at tagate@cpnj.org or 

973-763-9900 ext. 220 

 

Summary 

Boardmaker is a software program for creating printable, symbol-

based materials such as communication displays for AAC users, 

worksheets and flash cards , visual schedules and social skills sto-

ries , books and symbol-supported literacy activities for beginning 

and pre-readers, song and story boards , and general educational 

and functional living skills materials. And that’s just the beginning!  

 

Karen Hrank will be leading this HANDS-ON workshop at the com-

puter lab of the Midland School. This session will highlight the 

newest features of Boardmaker 6.0. Go to www.mayer-johnson.com 

to learn more about this program. Materials describing additional 

training opportunities available through the Mayer Johnson com-

pany will also be provided. 
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The February  NJCART meeting focused on Professional Development in Assistive Technology. As 

you‟ll see from below, there are opportunities available from several of NJ‟s College‟s and Universities 

as well as many other great organizations. Spring has sprung! The following information should pro-

vide you with oodles of options to grow your knowledge and skills in Assistive Technology! 

 

Many thanks to our great panel for sharing information about their programs: Amy Dell, Kim Furphy, 

Kim Para, Adam Krass, and especially to Brian Friedlander & College of St. Elizabeth for hosting our 

meeting.  

 

 

When it comes to Assistive Technology in the classroom, Amy Dell wrote the book on it, literally! Assis-

tive Technology in the classroom: Enhancing the School Experiences of Students with Disabilities is the 

book she co-authored with Deborah Newton and Jerry Petroff. Amy says the preface of the book sums 

up the philosophy of the A.T. courses at The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) where she serves as the 

Chairperson of the Department of Special Education, Language and Literacy at TCNJ, and the Direc-

tor of the Adaptive Technology Center. Amy indicated that one of the biggest challenge teachers face is 

time to explore and develop skills with the assistive technology and thus „do not know how to support 

their students‟ use of it.‟ Students at TCNJ benefit from labs and hands on opportunities, which Amy 

said are “the keys to success.”  

 

Technology tools are presented with the context of curriculum and instruction. TCNJ emphasizes the 

link between assistive technology and teaching and learning as well as the importance of collaboration 

and a problem solving attitude. 

 

The Department of Special Education, Language & Literacy offers programs that prepare participants 

to be teachers of students with disabilities.  There is a five-year program, featuring a double major with 

dual certification, culminating in a M. A. T. in Special Education and NJ teaching certificates. M.A.T. 

in Special Education, M.Ed. in Special Education, Post-Master Cert in LDTC, and M.S. in Educational 

Technology. 

 

Amy also talked about the Center for Assistive Technology & Inclusive Education Studies <http://

caties.tcnj.edu/>  (CATIES) at The College of New Jersey.  CATIES is a research and service initiative 

of The College of New Jersey's School of Education.  It is fee for service program “dedicated to improv-

ing the educational experiences of children (preschool through grade 12) with disabilities by linking 

faculty and staff expertise with the needs of New Jersey 's educational community.” 

 

TCNJ is also home to the Adaptive Technology Centers for New Jersey Colleges. Which serves to dis-

seminate information on assistive technology, operates an adaptive technology lending program, and 

provides outreach and training to faculty, staff and students at New Jersey colleges and universities.  

 

 

For more information on  Assistive Technology at TCNJ go to: 

 http://www.tcnj.edu/~educat/special/special.html < 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~educat/special/special.html>  

 

                                          Cont‟d on page 3, 7 and 8…... 
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NJCART Dues 

Beginning on 1/1/08, all individual and organizational dues will be due for the 2008  

calendar year. Renewal forms can be downloaded from the NJCART website and then 

mailed to:   

NJCART   

C/O CP of New Jersey 

1005 Whitehead Road Ext.  -  Suite 1,     Ewing, NJ  08638       

 Professional Development cont’d 

Kim Furphy  MS, OTR, ATP continued with information about Stockton’s Certificate 

Program in Assistive Technology (CAT). Now in its third year the CAT is 30-hour post-

baccalaureate continuing professional education program designed to provide a practical, ap-

plication-based approach to Assistive Technology. The CAT is a hybrid course consisting of 

10 weeks of online interactive class work in a WebCt virtual classroom and three Saturday 

classes on the Stockton College Pomona campus.  There are four separate courses that com-

bine to make up the CAT: Intro to Assistive Technologies, Computer Access Solutions, Assis-

tive Technology use in context, and Assistive Technology for Access to Community/ Social 

Settings. The Intro to AT course is a pre-requisite for all other courses which may also be 

taken individually.  

 

An advanced Practitioner Certificate is also available for Occupational Therapists and 

Physical Therapists who successfully complete the initial certificate and wish advanced 

training in wheelchair seating and positioning and integrated systems. 

 

Professionals pursuing the RESNA AssistiveTechnology Practitioner (ATP) or AssistiveTech-

nology Supplier (ATS) Certification will appreciate the solid foundation that this program 

offers.  

 

Kim said that the majority of the participants enrolled were teachers and that the courses 

are “big on case studies and problem solving, and learning where the resources can be found. 

 

Further information and applications can be obtained from the website: 

http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/page.cfm?siteID=107&pageID=24 

http://intraweb.stockton.edu/eyos/page.cfm?siteID=107&pageID=24 

 

 

 

 



AT Blogs & Wikis 

http://assistivetek.blogspot.com/ - Dr. Brian 

Friedlander’s blog on assistive technology, mind 

mapping, project management, visual learning, 

collaborative tools, and educational technology. 

 

http://alltogether.wordpress.com/ - Samuel 

Charles Sennott’s blog on AAC, AT, Families, 

Inclusion, Literacy, UDL.  

 

http://www.dimsapproach.com/ - Dr. Jeanne 

Beckman’s blog 

 

http://jvanhouten.blogspot.com/ - My Point of 

View…” a concoction of conference information, 

assistive technology or things that catch my 

fancy” by Jeannette Van Houten 

 

http://

ohioalternateassessment.wikispaces.com/

Welcome - wiki that has links to resources by 

subject matter, including picture recipes, 

adapted books, sight words, etc. 

Information and Resources 
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Websites were obtained 
from the  December / 

January issue of  
CLOSING THE GAP 

www.closingthegap.com 

 

 

http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/home/

assistive_technology/index.html - special ed 

law blog. Be sure to read Lori Miller Fox’s 

articles (http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/

home/high_stakes_jesting/index.html) to 

get a parent’s point of view. 

 

http://

www.teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blog

spot.com/ - teaching learners with multiple 

special needs blog. Has tons of links in the 

left column on a variety of AT topics. 

 

www.connsensebulletin.com – what’s new – 

ATIA pdf 

 
 

Thank you Karen for sharing this great          infor-
mation! 

Technology Solutions to enhance therapy for communication and cogni-

tive deficits for under $30.00 

www.dotolearn.com - offers ready to use communication tools, games and drawing. 

www.askforkids.com - educational fun games 

www.coolmath.com  -  many math and cognitive games 

www.funbrain.com - math, spelling and creative games 

www.vocabulary.co.il - hangman, crosswords, jumble 

www.starfall.com - phonics, spelling, learn to read 

www.tumblebooks.com - online animated talking books 

www.literactive.com - online reading for preschool, kindergarten and grade 1 

http://assistivetek.blogspot.com/
http://alltogether.wordpress.com/
http://www.dimsapproach.com/
http://jvanhouten.blogspot.com/
http://ohioalternateassessment.wikispaces.com/Welcome
http://ohioalternateassessment.wikispaces.com/Welcome
http://ohioalternateassessment.wikispaces.com/Welcome
http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/home/assistive_technology/index.html
http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/home/assistive_technology/index.html
http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/home/high_stakes_jesting/index.html
http://specialedlaw.blogs.com/home/high_stakes_jesting/index.html
http://www.teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/
http://www.teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/
http://www.teachinglearnerswithmultipleneeds.blogspot.com/
http://www.connsensebulletin.com/
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NJP&A Announces Partnerships With New Jersey Assistive 

Technology Centers 

The Assistive Technology Advocacy Center (ATAC) of New Jersey Protection & Advocacy, Inc. 
(NJP&A) has finalized three subcontracts to provide device loan, device demonstration, and device 
reutilization services for people with disabilities in New Jersey.  ATAC is partnering with three non-
profit assistive technology centers -- Family Resource Associates, Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey, 
and Your Resource. 

ñThese subcontracts will help people with disabilities in New Jersey have enhanced access to assis-
tive technology services and devices,ò said Curtis D. Edmonds, ATAC program manager.  ñWeôre 
pleased that NJP&A can be a part of this effort.ò 

Family Resource Associates, located in Shrewsbury, and Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey, located in 
Ewing, have signed subcontracts to provide device loan and device demonstration services.  Device 
loan services allow individuals with disabilities to borrow assistive technology devices for a short pe-
riod of time.  These loans can help a person while their own equipment is being repaired, or as a 
short-term accommodation.  Device demonstration services allow people with disabilities to try assis-
tive technology devices before acquiring the devices, with hands-on assistance from a trained assis-
tive technology professional. 

 

Your Resource, located in Ewing, has signed a subcontract to provide device reutilization services.  
Device reutilization allows individuals with disabilities to obtained used, recycled or refurbished as-
sistive technology devices for low or no cost. 

 

For more information about accessing these services, contact ATAC at (800) 922-7233.   

 

About New Jersey Protection & Advocacy: NJP&A is the private, non-profit agency serving as 
New Jerseyôs federally funded protection and advocacy system for persons with disabilities. Its mis-
sion is to advocate and advance the human, civil and legal rights of persons with disabilities. 
NJP&A, which administers eight statewide P&A programs, is part of a nationwide network of feder-
ally funded protection and advocacy systems. 

For additional information, contact: 

Curtis Edmonds 

Telephone: 609-292-9742 

E-mail:  cedmonds@njpanda.org 

Fax:  609-777-0187 

Website: www.njpanda.org 



THANK YOU  

to our newest sponsor for helping support the mission  

of the NJCART 
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Tom Caine and Associates is your local source for assistive technology products and ser-

vices. We‟ve been serving New Jersey‟s educators and parents since 1992! 

We represent most of the publishers in the K-12 assistive tech field including: 

Ablenet, AD-AS Furniture, AMDi, Attainment, Crick, Don Johnston, Inclusive TLC, Infogrip, 

IntelliTools, Earobics, Franklin Publishing, Freedom Scientific, Greystone Digital (Big Keys),  

Inspiration/Kidspiration, Keytec, Kurzweil,  Marblesoft, Mayer Johnson, Laureate Learning 

Systems, Mimio Interactive, RM Education, Semerc, Silver Lining Multimedia, SimTech,        

Slater Software, SoftTouch, Tash, Tom Snyder Productions, Traxsys, Words Plus. 

Tom Caine and Brian Friedlander are at your service. Why order from a catalog when 

you have two great resources available right here in New Jersey? We provide: 

...Training 

...Assistive technology evaluations 

...Consulting 

Presentations customized to your specific needs 

Try before you buy....call for more info 

 

Call or email for assistance: 

 

Tom@CaineAssociates.com 

Tel: (800) 595-5036 

Cell: (973) 650-9468 

 

Internet: www.CaineAssociates.com 

NJ State Contracts: #A65595 & #A68340 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Tom@CaineAssociates.com
http://www.caineassociates.com/


New Jersey CART Board of Directors  
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President:     Mike Marotta  mmarotta@cpofnj.org  

Vice President:      Tracy Agate  tagate@cpnj.org 

Treasurer:     Karen Hrank  hrank@midlandschool.org 

Recording Secretary:     Deb Bassett  deb.bassett@dynavoxtech.com 

Corresponding Secretary:   Joanne Castellano jcastellano@techconnection.org 

Immediate Past President:   Adam Krass  adakra@bergen.org 

 

 

NJCART Mission  

The New Jersey Coalition for the Advancement of Rehabilitation Technology (NJCART) is a 

non-profit organization established in 1987 to promote the appropriate applications of tech-

nology for individuals with disabilities, assure access to resources, and provide continuing 

education to its members and the community at large. 

 

Lets spread the news! 

 

If you have information to share about  

a good product, implementation strategy, favorite website, or an upcoming event,  

why don‟t you share it with others ? ! 

 

Send it to me and I will place it in our next NJ CART Newsletter.   

 

jcastellano@techconnection.org 
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Dr. Brain Friedlander is an Assistant Professor of Education at the College of St. Elizabeth (CSE) where he 

teaches graduate courses in special education and educational technology. Brian spoke to us about two tracks that 

the College of St. Elizabeth offers for Assistive Technology and the college‟s use of the Blackboard program. 

 

Masters of Arts in Education with an Emphasis in Special Education  

 

Unique Elements of the Program: 

 

Includes N.J. Certification as Teacher of Students with Disabilities 

Cohort based: students complete all courses as a group. 

Concentration on the value of assistive technology as a teaching tool. 

Entire degree can be completed in three years. 

The program is offered both on and off campus. 

 

Areas of Emphasis Within the Program: 

Special education population and needs 

Effective resources to promote learning 

Use of assistive technology to enhance the learning of special needs students. 

 

There is a total of 39 required credits 18 of which focus on the use of Assistive Technology and Educational Tech-

nology: 

Intro to Assisitve Technology 

Field Experience in Educational Technology 

Assistive Technology for Reading and Writing 

Assistive Technology for Individuals with Multiple Diabilities 

Assistive Technology Assessment 

Clinical Practice in Assistive Technology 

 

There is also a Certificate Program in Assistive Technology 

It is an 18 credit program with utilizing the same course offerings listed above. These credits can roll over into the 

Masters program. 

 

Unique Elements of the Program: 

The program is implemented at regional school sites. 

Cohort based: students complete all courses as a group. 

Concentration on the value of assistive technology as a teaching tool. 

Some coursework can be completed online. 

The program is offered both on and off campus. 

 

Areas of Emphasis Within the Program: 

Emphasis on students with moderate to mild disabilities 

Students with reading, writing, and math disabilities. 

 

The coursework provides practical hands-on experience with state-of-the-art equipment and practical experiences 

in integrating skills. 

 

Brian sited that the College of St. Elizabeth has a good Special Education reputation 90% of students in the Special 

Education program go on to get their Masters and 98% of the students have had no prior A.T. experience. Most of 

the graduates are staying in the classroom. 

 

Brian also shared information about Blackboard (www.BlackBoard.com <http://www.BlackBoard.com/> )  

The CSE utilizes the Blackboard program as a portal to course information and other College organizations. Many 

faculty members use Blackboard to post assignments, communicate with students, provide online courses, etc.  

 

For additional program information contact the Director of Graduate Education: Dr, Alan Markowitz amarko-

witz@cse.edu <mailto:amarkowitz@cse.edu>  
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Adam Krass, Adjunt Professor for Kean University gave details on the Assistive Technology 

course he instructs through the department of Special Education.  

 

Kean offers two Assistive Technology Programs for Undergrad and Graduate level.  

Adam teaches Technology for Students with Disabilities. 

It‟s a class that uses computer based technology for reading, writing, math and multimedia and 

is taught in a lab with 20 workstations. 

 

An expectation of the Under Grad program is how to design lesson plans that meet the needs of 

the students. Learning styles are an important consideration, Adam‟s course assists the partici-

pants to choose technology to match the learning styles of the students and is line with learning 

utilizing universal design. Participants also learn how to develop tech enhanced lesson plans. 

Adam assists the class in learning software like BoardmakerTM and also how to use tools like 

MicroSoft WordTM  several different ways.  Adam indicated that about 30% of the those en-

rolled in the program have what he considered emergent technology skills. One of his goals is to 

improve the technology skils of all his students. The Undergrad, Graduate Program, and Gradu-

ate Certification programs  are required to take “Technology for Students with Disabilities” 

which Adam has taught for few years. 

 

The Graduate Program in Special Education   -    choose one of the following program options: 

 

High Incidence Disabilities 

Low Incidence Disabilities 

 

The High Incidence Disabilities path would lead to choosing to one of the following: 

 

Emotionally Disturbed and Socially Maladjusted 

Learning Disabilities  

If you select the Low Incidence Disabilities option, you would choose one of the following concen-

trations: Developmental Disabilities or Preschool Disabled 

 

The Graduate Certification Programs offer two tracks: 

 

Track A is for candidates who are not certified through teacher training in an area of general 

education (e.g. elementary, middle, secondary) in the State of New Jersey. 

 

Track B is for Students with an undergraduate degree and a standard teaching certificate in an-

other area of education, other than Special Education from the State of New Jersey. 

 

For more information: www.kean.edu/~speced <http://www.kean.edu/~speced 

TIP!!!    

It may be possible  to audit some of the courses offered at Universities and Colleges. Check with 

the Registrar‟s office on availability, applicable fees, and restrictions on class participation. 
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Kim Parra, M.A. Assistive Technology Specialist from Bergen ETTC presented information on 

the the ETTCs  

 

In 1997, Educational Technology Training Centers (ETTC) were created in each county by a 

grant from the NJ Department of Education.  

 

The goal of the ETTCs are to provide for continuous K-12 educational improvement through the 

effective use of technology to achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. 

 

The ETTC‟s activities are divided into four main areas: 

Staff Development, Information exchange, Technology demonstration, Direct support to dis-

tricts.  

 

The Centers can respond directly to district needs for consultation in technology planning and 

implementation. 

 

In addition to the workshops listed in their catalog, ETTCs provide customized training and in-

class mentoring to meet specific district needs. All ETTC offerings are valid for NJ‟s 100 hours 

professional development requirement. 

 

From the website at Bergen ETTC  courses have been designed to meet the following three ob-

jectives: 

Micro Skills- Competencies that comprise technical literacy; they answer the question, “How 

does this work?” 

Macro Skills- Applications that comprise contextual literacy; they answer the question, “Where 

can I use this?” 

Mastery- The process of inquiry that comprises transformational literacy; it seeks to answer the 

question, “How does use of technology transform teaching and learning in the classroom and in 

life?” 

The Bergen ETTC offers a variety of trainings on Assistive Technology software such as Vir-

tual PencilTM (Algebra software) and Natural ReaderTM (onscreen readers). They are also a 

Certified Smart BoardTM and IntellitoolsTM training center. 

 

Their Catalog of workshops are printed twice a year and they are looking to expand the Assis-

tive Technology offerings.   Some of their upcoming Assistive Technology workshops include: 

 

4/11/08, 5/15/08 - Universal Design for Learning 

5/12/08 - Kidspiration/Inspiration 

5/19/08  - Reading and Writing with Free Text-to-Speech Software 

 

Go to www.bergen.org/ettc <http://www.bergen.org/ettc>  for more information. 
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Karen Warner was unable to join us but sent information from the Middlesex ETTC. 

 

The Middlesex Center provides staff development for employees of Middlesex County school dis-

tricts. Workshops are also open to the general public on a space available basis. 

 

Among the Category Descriptions, the Assistive Technology courses focus on teaching and 

learning strategies, hardware, and software for special needs and struggling students.  

 

Upcoming Assistive Technology workshops include: 

 

May 13, 2008- Alternatives to Traditional Textbooks: e-Text and Audiobooks  

 

         to Help Struggling Readers 

 

April 30th, 2008 – Technology for Inclusion  

 

May 27th, 2008 - Inspired Learning in the Classroom 

 

June 5th, 2008 - Using What You Have: Features in Windows & Word that  

 

         Support Struggling Readers and Writers 

 

For more information and the current catalog with their calendar of workshops go to their web-

site www.techtrain.org <http://www.techtrain.org/>   

 

William Paterson Accessibilites Conference  

May 19th, 2008.  

Implementing assistive technology and augmentative/alternative communication in the class-

room 

http://www.wpunj.edu/AT/ <http://www.wpunj.edu/AT/ 

 

TECHConnection @ FRA  

provides assistive technology solutions and computer resources for everyone   

TECHConnection is an approved New Jersey Department of Education CEU provider.  The 

center is open for professionals, individuals and families to come in and explore a large vari-

ety of assistive technology and educational software.  Call to let us know you are coming! 

Try before you buy!! 

35 Haddon Avenue  -  Shrewsbury, NJ  07702  -  732-747-5310 
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Assistive Technology  Workshops offered by Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey 

 

If you don't see what you're looking for, CP of NJ can customize an assistive technology work-

shop for you. Contact Mike Marotta at 888-322-1918 ext. 516 or via email at mma-

rotta@cpofnj.org <mailto:mmarotta@cpofnj.org> . 

 

LOCATION: All workshops are presented at Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey's main office: 1005 

Whitehead Road Extension, Suite 1, Ewing, NJ 08638. 

 

 

April 15    The Mouse Hunt: Exploring Mouse Alternatives  

April 15    Using Switches in the Classroom    

April 28    Making the Most of SOLO 

May 2    AAC and Autism  

May 6    Making the Most of Boardmaker  

May 20    Using the Technology You Already Have  

June 5    Considering Assistive Technology: How do we do that?  

June 11    Boardmaker and Beyond!  

June 16    Web 2.0 in the Classroom  

July 16    Making the Most of Clicker 5  

July 22    Voice Recognition: What it can do for you and your students today  

July 24    Using Technology To Support Students in Reading and Writing 

 

Get more details of all these workshops at: 

www.cpofnj.org/training/workshops.htm <http://www.cpofnj.org/training/workshops.htm>   

 

 

Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey’s  Assistive Technology Leadership Institute 

 

July 8 through 11, 2008 

 

Take your students to exciting new heights with Assistive Technology. You'll discover the sky is 

the limit with today's tools and technology.  

Increase your knowledge of Assistive Technology during this four-day, in-depth institute and 

discover how you can use it to expand the possibilities in your classroom. Develop a better un-

derstanding of the AT process, from the initial assessment to the implementation phase. And 

receive hands-on training on some of the latest devices and tools.  

 

Cerebral Palsy of NJ - Ewing, NJ 

 

For more details go to:  www.cpofnj.org/atleadership.htm 

<http://www.cpofnj.org/atleadership.htm>  

 

 



 

Special Invitation to NJCART Members 

 

Assistive Technology Vendor Fair 

A special invitation to the AT vendor fair sponsored by the NJ De-

partment of Education, Office of Special Education Services and co-

ordinated by the NJ Department of Children and Families, Office 

of Education, is being extended to all members of NJCART. 

This event is a component of a training series that has been offered 

state-wide for the past 2.5 years.  The event is only open to those 

educational professional who have completed the other components 

of the training series. 

This invitation is being extended to all NJCART members, whether 

or not they participated in the training series. 

Event information: 

Date:   May 30, 2008  

Location:  Crowne Plaza Hotel and Convention Center, Monroe, 

   NJ (Exit 8A from NJ Turnpike)  

Time:   Open House from 9:00 until 3:00  

Cost:   Free to both attendees and vendors  

 

Approximately 25 vendors have participated in each of the past 

two events  

 

Registration : No registration is necessary 

Further Information:  Contact Dr. Bud Rizer at 

bud.rizer@dcf.state.nj.us or call 609-631-4697.  
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